
Central Coast Weavers 
Guild meeting 

October 8, 2020 via Zoom 
 

Attendance:  40 
 
Zoom review – Prior to the meeting, Wendy Marie went over the basics of Zoom 
for members. 
 
The meeting was called to order by President D’Elin at 10:01.  She welcomed all 
members to the Guild’s 3rd zoom meeting.   Beth Oliver, a member who hasn’t 
attended a meeting in a long time, reintroduced herself. 
 
Show and tell – Barby Wunsch, alpaca blanket in undulating twill, tapestry from 
the tapestry Saturday meeting project , tapestry using a drawing done by her 16 
year old daughter.  Beth Oliver, cottolin towels in plain weave with floats.  Cindy 
Gaulin, fitted potluck bag of fabric she wove, with tapestry pocket on outside.  
Jannie, fabric, Woodland Spring, 3 point twill on 24 shafts, which won a 
Convergence fabric award.  Joan Montalban, cottolin and tencel origami top; 
tapestry  “beach birds at sunset” which she entered in the ATA Renditions 
exhibit; tapestry cushion with monarch butterfly; throw, scarf and felted hat in 
plaid.  Nancy Weber, 2 Aran knitted vests and a handspun shawl, 10 woven 
scarves, 16 kitchen towels.  Wendy-Marie Teichert, scarf based on one in 
Handwoven and a prayer shawl in bamboo done in a weave-along with Sarah 
Jackson.  Rosemary and Kay Thorne, Uzbeki ikat silk fabric they bought in 
Soviet Bukhara in 1976.   
 
Program – Marilyn Romatka presented a program, “Uzbek ikat, a personal saga 
of an exceptional cloth.”   She told us about her background and how she 
developed her  interest in folk arts, especially textiles.  She teaches classes and 
leads tours related to folk arts, particularly textiles.  Her web site is 
Taprootfolkarts.com, where she offers online courses and classes done by other 
teachers.   Her email address is marilyn@taprootfolkarts.com.  Marilyn told us of 
her fascination with Uzbekistan, a hub on the ancient Silk Road.  She and her 
husband spent extended time there, found the people warm and welcoming and 
the architecture fantastic.  Her video described in fascinating detail the traditional 
production of ikat fabric.  Each step is done by a separate family who specialize 
in that particular process.  From the mulberry trees and the silk worms, to the 
reeling of the silk, both by hand as traditionally done and by modern silk reeling 
factory; through the winding of the 300 meter warp, divided into 100 hanks to the 
drawing of the design, the tying of the hanks, the dyeing of the warp, warping the 
300 meters in exact order to the weaving.  The entire process includes 37 distinct 
steps. Rasuljon, a 10th generation ikat weaver, supervises the entire process. 
 
After the presentation, Marilyn answered many questions.  The fuzzy edges of 
designs are an indication that the fabric is hand-dyed.  Ikat fabric is affordable to 



the general population, although much of the clothing uses a silk warp and cotton 
weft, making it more durable.  Silk velvet ikat is being woven, using a similar but 
different method from European handwoven velvet.  Although traditional patterns 
are popular, new designs are created each year.  From the idea to the cloth on 
the shelf takes about two months.  During the Soviet period, about 40 years, 
hand-dyed and woven ikat languished, but ikat-type designs were produced on 
silk for both the population and the limited tourist trade.  Following the fall of the 
Soviet regime, traditional ikat has blossomed and ancient buildings, some in ruin, 
have been restored. 
 
Marilyn takes a 3-week tour to Uzbekistan annually.  When she retires, she and 
her husband want to travel to third world countries to film and document folk 
traditions that are dying out.  Their movie, “Interlacements; threads and lives” is 
on weaving and relationships. 
 
New members – Wendy showed a powerpoint presentation introducing several  
new members.  Barby Wunsch has a small flock of alpaca whose fiber she  
alpacas & processes all her fiber processes.  Her motto is “a fleece to a piece” 
and weaves mostly with her own fiber.  Carole Snow  is originally from San 
Francisco, lived in Colorado and now lives in SLO.  She weaves on a Glimakra 
countermarch loom with an addition that simplifies the tie-up.  She shared rep 
weave pieces from a Lucienne Coifman pattern in HW. vCherie Benoit is 
originally from Texas and now lives in AG.  Her interests are weaving, bobbin 
lace, kumihimo, and inkle weaving.  She is doing Jane Stafford’s online Guild 
classes. Donna Stimmel is just getting started. She used to raise angora goats 
and Karakul sheep and still has fiber she uses.  She has learned to spin, and is 
now learning to weave.  Holly Martone has been weaving 30 years and lives in 
Paso Robles.  She likes indigenous and traditional patterns.  Rebecca Evans is 
co-chair with Irene Rush for Saturday programs.  She studied weaving in 
Savannah, GA and designs, weaves and sews children’s clothing.  Sandy 
Austin is from the Bay area, retired to Bend, Oregon and now lives in 
Atascadero.  Her present weaving interests are scarves and household textiles.  
She likes complex  patterns and soft fibers.  Teresa Camarillo lives in Ojai and 
is also in the Ventura Guild.  She began weaving and spinning about 5 years ago 
She has five alpacas and sells handspun yarn, roving and some woven pieces.   
 
Business meeting: 
 

Treasurer – Karen reported a checking balance of $6,245.49 and a  
savings balance of $8,752.54 
Thursday programs – Wendy Marie reported that November’s program 
will be “Anni Albers, life and legacy” with Cameron Taylor-Brown.  
Saturday programs – Rebecca reported that anyone new wanting to join 
in the October program on needle felting should email her right away.  The 
instructions for three different techniques will be sent via email.  



Drawing – In the absence of our usual raffle, Joan drew the winner for a 
$25 gift certificate from Yarn Barn, and the winner was Sally Knight. 

 
President D’Elin adjourned the meeting at 12:30. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Rosemary Thorne 
Recording Secretary 


